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A FLAW IN AHIMSA

Qj You have appealed to Britons to lay down arms
and to adopt non-violence. But that raises a moral difficulty.
A's Ahimsa provokes B to Himsa and makes him impervious
to appeal to his heart. If a non-violent man comes up
against an inanimate thing, his non-violence will have no
effect on it. There is, therefore, some flaw somewhere in
your belief. It is likely that Ahimsa may have success in a
restricted field. If so, what use is it for universal purposes?
Your claim, therefore, of its universal use falls to the ground.

A Ahimsa cannot be dismissed so lightly as you
think. Ahimsa is the strongest force known. But if all can
use the strongest force with equal ease, it would lose its
importance: We have not been able yet to discover the
true measure of the innumerable properties of an article
of daily use like water. Some of its properties fill us %vith
wonder. Let us not, therefore, make light of a force of the
subtlest kind like Ahimsa, and let us try to discover its hidden
power with patiencS and faith. Within a brief space of
time we have carried to a fairly successful conclusion a
great experiment in the use of this force. As you know I
have not set much store by it. Indeed I have hesitated even
to call it an experiment in-Ahimsa. But according to the
legend, as Rama's name was enough to float stones, even
so the movement carried on in the name of Ahimsa brought
about a great awakening in the country and carried us
ahead. It is difficult to forecast the possibilities when men
' with unflinching faith carry this experiment further forward.
To say that those who use violence are all insensible is an
exaggeration. Some do seem to lose their senses, but we
are bound to be mistaken if we try to base a moral law
on those exceptions. The safest course is to lay down laws
on the strength of our usual experience, and our usual
experience is that in most cases non-violence is the real
antidote of violence, and it is safe to infer from it that the
highest violence can be met by the highest non-violence.
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